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ESL Vocabulary Worksheet for Adults
Reading Passage - Understanding
City Life: A Reading Comprehension

Exercise "
No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in
any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other
electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of
the publisher.

Reading Passage

City life is a tapestry of experiences, both vibrant and challenging. In a bustling
metropolis, the streets are filled with a diverse mix of people, each contributing to the
city's unique culture. Skyscrapers tower overhead, and the constant hum of activity
creates an energetic atmosphere.

Public transportation, such as buses and subways, is a vital part of city living. It enables
residents to navigate the urban landscape efficiently, though it often involves navigating
crowded conditions during peak hours. Parks and green spaces offer a respite from the
urban rush, providing a place for relaxation and recreation.

City life also presents certain challenges. The cost of living can be high, with housing
prices often reflecting the demand for space in densely populated areas. Additionally,
cities can sometimes feel overwhelming due to their fast pace and noise levels.
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Despite these challenges, many find city life exhilarating. The abundance of cultural
activities, from museums and galleries to theaters and restaurants, ensures that there is
always something new to explore. The diversity of people and experiences fosters a
sense of community and belonging, making city life a unique and enriching experience.

EXERCISE 1: Multiple-Choice Questions

1. What is the main topic of the passage?

a) The challenges of rural life

b) The diversity of city life

c) The history of cities

d) The wildlife in cities

2. What is mentioned as a vital part of city living?

a) Farming

b) Public transportation

c) Mountain climbing

d) Solitude

3. Which of these is a challenge in city life?

a) Low cost of living

b) High housing prices
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c) Too few people

d) Lack of activities

4. What do parks and green spaces offer in the city?

a) Shopping opportunities

b) A place for relaxation

c) Employment

d) Educational courses

5. The passage describes city life as:

a) Monotonous

b) Exhilarating

c) Unhealthy

d) Isolating

6. What contributes to the city's unique culture?

a) Homogeneity of people

b) Diverse mix of people

c) Limited activities

d) Rural settings

7. The constant hum of activity in a city creates:

a) An energetic atmosphere
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b) Silence

c) Confusion

d) Pollution

8. What is a common feeling about living in a city?

a) Always feeling overwhelmed

b) Finding it dull

c) It being exhilarating

d) Feeling isolated

9. How are skyscrapers described in the passage?

a) Low and sprawling

b) Towering overhead

c) Rare and unique

d) Old and crumbling

10.The cost of living in a city is often:

a) Negligible

b) Low

c) Moderate

d) High
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EXERCISE 2: Fill-in-the-Gaps

Fill in the blanks with words or phrases from the passage:

1. City life is like a tapestry of _______.
2. Skyscrapers _______ overhead in the city.
3. Public transportation helps residents to _______ the city efficiently.
4. During peak hours, public transport can be very _______.
5. The _______ of living in a city can be quite high.
6. Parks and green spaces offer a _______ from the urban rush.
7. The city's streets are filled with a _______ mix of people.
8. Many find city life to be _______ despite its challenges.
9. The abundance of _______ activities ensures there is always something new to

explore.
10.The diversity of people in the city fosters a sense of _______ and belonging.
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EXERCISE 3: Vocabulary Matching

Match the words with their meanings. Answers are scrambled.

Word Meaning

Tapestry Related to a city

Metropolis Variety of different types of people or things

Respite
Related to the arts and other manifestations of human intellectual

achievement

Exhilarating A large and busy city

Diversity To find one's way

Navigate Making one feel very happy and excited

Urban A short period of rest or relief

Recreational A diverse mix

Efficiently In an effective way without wasting time
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Cultural Relating to activities done for enjoyment

EXERCISE 4: Discussion Questions

1. What aspects of city life do you find most appealing and why?
2. Discuss how city life differs from rural life based on your experience or

knowledge.
3. What challenges do you think one might face when moving to a big city?
4. How important are green spaces in urban areas?
5. Share your experience with public transportation in cities you have visited or lived

in.
6. What cultural activities in cities interest you the most?
7. Discuss how living in a city can impact a person's lifestyle.
8. How does city life foster a sense of community?
9. What measures can cities take to improve the quality of life for their residents?
10.How do you think city life will evolve in the future?

© ESLDirect.com / B.Worthington / BW English Services. 2023. All Rights Reserved

https://esldirect.com/

